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A.  HAASE,  PRINTER  OF  LITHUANIA'S  1922  BANKNOTES 

By  John  Glynn 

After  several  years  of  seeking,  and  searching  for  informati- 
on on  the  printer  "Haase”  in  Prague,  Czechoslovakia,  I finally 
got  lucky.  1 received  a reply  to  a letter  I wrote  about  three 
years  ago  to  the  Czechoslovakian  Embassy  in  London.  My  previous 


A LITHUANIAN 
COIN  THAT 
ISN'T 


By  Kazmier  Wysocki 

At  a recent  coin  show,  I acqui- 
red a "Litnuanian  coin  that  isnt'" 
— it  is  an  Italisui  coin!  It  looks 
almost  exactly  like  tne  4 graSis 
of  1565  to  1569*  minted  in  Vilnius 
during  the  reign  of  Ligismund  Aug- 
ust. However,  careful  reading  of 
tne  legend  on  both  sides  reveals  a 
different  identity! 


On  tne  obverse,  around  the  bust 
of  oigismund  August,  appears  the 
legend,  "BaHCTVB  : LalIox^VB  : HLX" 
A truly  Lithuanian  coin  would  have 
carried  a lagend  such  as:  "BIG  AVG 
D G ruh  Mag  DVX  LITVa." 

On  the  reverse,  tne  legend  rea- 
ds, "ANT  MaH  tit  BlAN  com  D V IM  P" 
which  is  short  for,  "Antonius  Maria 
Titionus  Blandratus  Comes  Oesianae 
Vicarius  Imperii  Perpetuus."  A tru- 
ly Lithuanian  reverse  would  have 
carried,  "Moneta  Magni  Dvcat  xjit." 

Hutten-Czapski  lists  this  Ita- 
liein  coin  as  No.  7172/577b,  with  a 
rarity  of  H-7,  weigning  3.6  gr. , 
and  mm.  in  diameter,  a closer 
examination  of  the  reverse  reveals 
a cnange  in  the  Columns  of  Gedim- 
inas  emblem.  Instead  of  the  normal 
looking  Columns  as  on  a real  4 gra- 
sis  (LdJ),  on  this  coin  it  looks 
like  this:  Ui,  consisting  of  three 
lines  sticking  up  from  a straight 
line  base  (no  center  area). 

In  any  case,  the  legend  on  the 
obverse  refers  to  Bt.  Ladislaus  III 
of  Lezzana,  a region  including 


article  about  Adomas  Var- 
nas,  which  appeared  in 
the  Aug.-Bept.  The  Knight 
was  incomplete.  I did  not 
have  at  tne  time  suffici- 
ent information  on  the 
printers  of  Lithuania's 
19^2  permanent  banknotes. 
The  following  information 
should  complete  the  story 
eind  answer  all  questions. 
In  1823,  Bohumil 

Haase,  a native  Austrian 
Halberstadt,  had  establi- 
shed a lithography  busi- 
ness in  Prague.  After  his 
death,  the  two  older  sons 
of  the  four,  Ludvik  and 
Andreas  (Ondrej)  managed 
tne  business. 

In  1854,  the  Haase 
name  was  elevated  to  the 
nobility  with  the  title 
"Von  Vranau."  In  l872  the 
printing  business  became 
"Limited,"  and  it's  dire- 
ctor was  Andreas  Haase 
"Von  Vranau."  Andreas  di- 
ed on  March  3t  1895,  and 
tne  business  was  left  to  Alois  Katzer  and  Max  Haase  Von  Vranau. 
In  the  autumn  of  1907,  Katzer  left  the  company  and  retired.  Max 
became  tne  sole  owner  of  the  entire  business,  a.  Haase  & Compa- 
ny remained  in  business  until  1928.  The  company  ceased  to  exist 
when  the  National  Bank  of  Czechoslovakia  started  to  print  their 
own  bank  notes.  A.  Haase  had  printed  Czechoslovakian  bank  notes 
when  the  country  established  its  independence  from  Austria-K\in- 
gary  in  1917,  until  tne  Ministry  of  finance  in  Prague  decided 
the  nation  should  be  responsible  for  printing  their  own  notes. 

There  appears  to  be  some  confusion  as  to  some  references 
refering  to  the  compauiy  as  "G."  Haase.  Tnis  article  would  accept 
that  the  "G"  stands  for  "Gebruder  (brothers),"  but  tnis  would 
only  refer  to  the  mid-19th  century,  when  Ludvik  and  nndreas  ran 
the  business,  nut  the  firm  has  always  been  listed  as  A.  Haase, 
after  Andreas  , wno  directed  it  until  his  death  in  1695*  Lven 
after  Max  Haase  took  over,  it  was  still  known  as  A.  Haase. 

Where  the  "G."  begins  to  appear,  I do  not  know,  as  I never  have 
seen  the  name  on  any  form  of  banknote  or  document.  1 have  done 


aBuVl:  Pick-l4  2 Litu  of  November 
16,  1922,  one  of  numerous  Bank  of 
Lithuania  notes  printed  by  the  A. 
Haase  company. 


Continued  on  next  page... 


Continued  on  page  2.  . . . . 


2.  ITALIAN  COIN 

wjiitij.ueJ  from  pa^^e  i... 
i'oriao  dfivi  '/ercelli  provinces  of  i ie- 
dmont.  The  reverse  legend  refers  to 
tne  ruler  antonio  Maria  Tizzoni  AVII, 
wfio  ruled  15'^o-l64l. 

in  nis  book,  oenoveo  i^ietuviu 

kinigai.  Jonas  K.  ivarys  discusses  th- 
is, and  similar  coins,  on  pp.  ^78-79: 

''/ts  an  elegant,  heavy  and  high  si- 
lver content  coin,  tne  "KetvirtoK.ai" 
soon  found  their  way  far  beyond  j^ith- 
uania's  bounUaries.  Money  speculators 
collected  these  coins  in  Jerraany.  They 
were  even  imitated  in  foreign  countr- 
ies. (Jie§in's  (of  oilesia)  King  Vac- 
loVdS  III  in  157^  (and  probably  even 
in  1574)  struck  his  4 grasis'  on  their 
model,  and  tne  Jraf.  A.M.  Tizzone  of 
iiedraont  (in  italyj  at  tne  beginning 
of  the  17tn  century  struck  his  1/8 
scudo.  In  time,  a large  majority  of 
i-iti.uanian  "ketvirtokai"  found  their 
way  aoroad  and  remained  there . ” 

The  aenoraination  is  listed  as  an 
1/8  ocudo.  remaps  one  of  our  readers 
may  be  able  to  add  to  this  story  of  a 
very  strange  imitation  coin. 

PRINTERS 

(Con't  from  pg.  1...) 
what  most  people  do,  which  is  to  refer 

to  other  people's  worKs.  I know  which 
notes  Haase  printed,  but  I never  have 
seen  any  initials,  except  in  a few  pl- 
aces. I can  only  speculate  on  what  I 
thii.k  has  nappened. 

The  late  t»r.  Arnold  Keller  was  the 
first  one  to  use  the  letter  "G,"  I th- 
ink he  may  have  copied  it  wrong!  a ca- 
pital "a"  handwritten  can  be  misteiken 
for  a "G."  I first  picked  up  the  init- 
ial years  ago  in  one  of  Kellers  bo- 
oks and  nave  used  it  since,  mainly  due 
to  tne  fact  that  it  was  tne  only  init- 
ial that  ever  appeared  in  print.  I fe- 
el that  rlatbarzdis  did  the  same  tning. 
after  all,  he  was  Latvian  and  not  x^it- 
nuanian  [but  has  a Lithuanian  name  me- 
aning "wide-beard"] . Karys  never  used 
tne  initial,  nor  did  Varnas.  Keller 
has  been  Known  to  list  wrong  informat- 
ion from  time  to  time.  He  listed  a cer- 
tain note  as  a forgery  even  when  he  was 
snown  proof  it  was  genuine,  because  of 
that,  dll  listings  of  this  particular 
note  have  been  maraed  as  a forgery  be- 
cause the  legendary  Keller  said  so. 

Jr'rom  1907  to  tne  time  the  company 
went  out  of  business,  tne  only  Haase 
witn  tne  firm  was  Max.  Tnere  tnerefore 
IS  no  reason  for  tjie  letter  "G."  Inis 
is  also  wny  no  one  before  tnis  could 
find  out  wnat  the  "G"  represented! 


AUCTION  REPORT 

By  Jr.  Guntis  Kuskevics 

There  must  be  Lithuanian  coins  in  many  auctions,  even 
tnough  you  do  not  have  a regular  auction  section  in  Tne 
Knight.  I follow  the  Livonia-Curland-Latvia  offers,  and  lat- 
ely there  nave  been  many  more  talers,  and  large  rare  ducats 
up  for  sale  tnan  I have  seen  before. 

The  gold  piece  headlined  in  the  last  issue  of  The 

Knight  was  an  interesting  coincidence  to  the  Basel  BBC  auct- 
ion in  January  (29-31)  1903*  in  which  a similar  gold  piece, 
tnis  one  of  "4o  ducat  weight"  (139»H5  gr.)  was  sold.  Tnis 
piece,  in  superb  FDC  condition  was  called  unique,  and  unpu- 
blished, although  Karys  does  mention  it's  weight  in  his  wri- 
tings. Tne  Basel  catalog  gives  mint  as  Danzig,  while  Karys 
states  it  was  Bromberg.  The  engraver,  Bamuel  Ammon,  was  from 
Danzig,  whi^e  tne  mintraaster  was  Jacob  Jacobson  von  Lrr.den. 
Bven  though  Jacobson  was  associated  with  seven  different  mi- 
nts, he  appears  to  have  started  at  Bromberg,  and  was  there 
from  1616  possibly  to  1623. 

This  40  ducat  gold  piece  was  estimated  at  100,000  -Swiss 
francs  and  sold  for  142,000,  plus  l6.2%  for  commission  and 
export  tax,  which  translates  to  about  U.B.  j>60,000.  This  is 
only  lialf  as  much  as  the  otack's  auction  price  for  the  "100 
ducat"  in  -September  I98O. 

another  rarity  auctioned  off  in  tne  Basel  auction  was  a 
1621  10  ducat  (Harity-8)  piece  from  the  Lithuanian  mintraas- 
ter, Christopher  Naru§evi<5ius,  in  SF,  estimated  at  15,000 
-Swiss  francs,  sold  for  19,000  plus  commission,  translating 
to  around  U.B.  d8,000.  It  is  the  largest  Litnuanian  gold 
piece  I have  ever  seen  for  sale.  The  price  was  above  the  es- 
timate but  it  was  not  as  outrageous  as  one  would  expect  from 
tne  1980  rriedberg  catalog. 

In  this  large  auction  of  much  gold  and  silver  (2205  lots) 
there  were  five  other  large  gold  pieces  related  to  Poland:  5 
ducats  1633  of  Vladislaus  IV  in  iuF  sold  for  13,000  BF ; a 24 
ducat  of  163^  in  BF  sold  for  19,000  BF;  an  6 ducat  of  1677  of 
Johann  III  -oobieski's  arrival  in  Deuizig,  in  BF  sold  for 
2,800  BF.  H 5 ducat  gold  strike  of  Bigis.  Ill  City  of  Torn 
1/2  BrandOtaler  in  about  BF  (possibly  unique)  sold  for  17,500 
BF;  a 3 ducat  1655  of  J.  Casimir  in  LF  sold  for  6,250  BF ; a 
HIGrt.  10  ducats  of  I566  of  Btep.  Bathory  in  VF  which  had  been 
mounted  sold  for  20,000  BF, 

There  also  was  a ducat  of  Peter  Biron,  I78O,  Duke  of  Co- 
urland  in  VF  wnich  sold  for  1,100  BF,  a KIGa  5 ducat  of  Bwed- 
isn  king  xvarl  a Gustav  with  the  inverted  date  of  1645  in  ab- 
out BF  Which  sold  for  13*000  BF,  and  a 2 ducat  of  Riga  of 
Karl  XI  of  I667,  in  VP’-BF'  wnich  sold  for  3*250  -^F.  The  big 
surprise  is  that  a lot  of  extremely  rare  large  gold  is  appe- 
aring for  sale  at  more  reasonable  prices.  [Note;  reasonable 
to  wnora?  actually,  some  of  these  prices  do  seem  surprisingly 

low,  compared  to  a few  years  ago] 

* * * 

we  would  like  to  have  an  auction  information  section  he- 
re in  The  Knight , to  inform  our  members  in  advance  of  auct- 
ions fe^.turing  i^itnuainian  coins,  so  they  can  participate, 
we'd  appreciate  someone  who'd  like  to  take  tnis  on  as  a con- 
tinuing project,  who  nas  access  to  current  auction  firms, 
ana  to  regularly  submit  tne  information  to  us  so  we  cam 
pass  it  along  to  our  members. 

-te  are  surprised  to  hear  tnat  tnat  l621  10  Ducat  of  i.i- 
tnuania  only  went  for  ^8,000!  The  usual  price  is  around 
^15,000.  O.K.  Bargain  hunters! 


uf'  TiiiJ  .ioKTil,  by  rrcinK  tabsic,  /^Ibion,  ..icniaan. 

VLADAS  PUTVYS  MEDAL  BY  PETRAS  RIMSA 


Vladas  i-ut vys-x  utvinskis 
Jesigner/ocult^tor : letras 
kiinSa 

Kanufacturer : riugenin  br- 
others, Jjeixjcle,  owitz. 

■.quantity  produced:  V 
rtetai:  bronze. 

Of  all  the  bepublic-era  medals 
of  the  great  Lithuanian  sculptor/ 
raedalst  ietras  kimsa  (l88l-19blJ, 
the  least  Known  has  been  tne  medal 
issued  in  honor  of  tne  late  Vlaaas 
Oerardas  Hitvys-Lutvinskis  (1873- 
I9b9)*  Lutvys  was  descended  from  an 
old  Lithuanian  noble  family,  and 
his  estates  became  important  cent- 
ers for  secret  Lithuanian  activit- 
ies in  the  late  19th  century.  In 
1919»  Lutvys  founded  tne  Lithuan- 
ian National  uuard  (Lietuvos 
oauli4  bcijunga;,  and  served  as  it's 
first  president  and  comrnander-in- 
cnief . 

Obverse  description:  ohown  is 
the  image  of  the  late  organizer,  in 
the  background  is  depicted  tne  cer- 
emony of  tne  presentation  of  the  co- 
lors. Tne  legend  reads,  "VLaJAo  LUT- 
Vfb  -rUTVlNonlb  1873-1929,  LlLTUVOb 
bx^JUNOUb  I KUkbJAo,"  which 
translates,  "Vladas  Lutvys-rutvin- 
skis  ICJ73-I929,  founder  of  tne  Litn- 
uanian  i«atiorial  ouard. 

A smaller  inscription  in  the  ce- 
nter circular  area  (we  can't  make 
out  the  lettering  from  tne  photograph; 
perhaps  someone  could  send  us  the  cor- 
rect text)  translates,  "Thou  hast 
raised  the  forgotten  shield  of  Kes- 
tutis and  presented  it  to  the  sitnuan- 
ian  National  uuard," 

kimsa's  signature  appears  at  the 
7 o'clock  position  under  iutvy's  ri- 
ght shoulder.  The  double-baroad  cross 
ana  shield  emblem,  which  was  designed 
by  Kimsa  for  tne  Lithuanian  National 
Guard,  appears  on  Putvys'  coat  lapel, 
to  the  right  (his  left). 

neverse  descriptiun:  At  the  top 
is  tne  Vytis  emblem,  tne  national  em- 
blem of  Lithuania.  Opposite  it  on  tne 
bottom  is  tne  Columns  of  Uediminas  em- 
blem. in  the  center  is  a large  National 
Guard  emblem,  consisting  of  tne  double- 
barred  cross  and  shield,  crossed  from 
benina  by  a rifle  and  norn,  surrounded 
by  oak  leaves,  branches,  and  acorns, 
symbolizing  strength.  The  legend  reads, 
"I«  olrtJl  Ik  lAuTa  TLVfN£.o  AYTuJUI,’' 
wnich  translates,  "botn  neart  and  Hind 
xror  tne  Nation's  ruture." 


AbUVr.:  Ietras  kimsa's  medal  "Vladas  rntvys-Putvinskis. " Photo 
courtesy  Kestutis  Chesonis. 

Wnen  assembling  data  for  the  article,  "Tne  Medals  of 
Petras  kimsa,"  which  appeared  as  the  feature  story  in  the 
hay,  1903  issue  of  The  Numismatist,  [this  same  article 
subsequently  received  a Heath  Literary  Award  at  the  1984 
AiMk  Convention]  tne  author  found  the  Putvys  medal  the  mo- 
st difficult  from  tne  kepublic-era  to  obtain  information 
about.  Perhaps  the  medal  was  popular  with  only  certain 
National  Guard  dignitaries,  and  was  not  produced  in  great 
quantities,  bince  it  honored  an  individual,  it  would  have 
had  a more  limited  appeal,  rather  tnan  national  appeal. 

In  any  case,  Kimsa  honored  one  cf  Lithuania's  leading 
patriots  in  tne  fignt  for  independence.  Today  there  is  a 
Lithuanian  National  Guard  in  exile  here  in  the  Jnited  st- 
ates. kimsa  later  went  on  to  design  the  National  Guard's 
otar  Hedal,  issued  in  1939,  which  turned  out  to  be  his 
last  ke public-era  medal. 

Por  some  of  our  newer  members  who  are  unfamiliar  with 
Petras  kimsa  medals,  we  have  covered  several  of  them 
previously  here  in  The  Knight.  v.'e  strongly  suggest  for 
your  Lithuanian  numismatic  library  a copy  of  the  lengthy 
article  ^.mentioned  above)  in  The  Numismatist,  Kay,  1963- 
The  Ai.A  has  extra  cojies  at  :»2.50  each  by  writing:  Ameri- 
can Numismatic  Association,  Tne  Numismatist , P.O.  Box 
2386,  Colorado  bprings,  CO  809OI. 

NEWS 

The  Hay  21,  I985  issue  of  world  Coin  News  (xvrause 
Publications)  carried  tne  following  unusual  "News  Brief" 
on  page  ?:  "Kussiain  customs  officials  have  been  cutting 
out  pages  from  tne  Gtandard  Catalog  of  world  Coins  devoted 
to  the  Baltic  states — Lstonia,  Latvia,  and  Lithuania — 
despite  tne  fact  that  tne  Soviet  Union  still  sells  coins 
from  tnese  countries.  The  catalog  lists  the  countries  as 
independent  states  swallowed  up  by  the  U.o.o.k." 

rimramra....we  wonder  if  all  the  publicity  about  the  bC- 
wC's  placement  of  the  Baltic  States  under  USSk  smd  then 
tne  subsequent  removal  after  protests  by  the  U>a  and  Bal- 
tic collectors,  brought  attention  to  the  new  "Baltic  Re- 
gions" listing?  anyone  worried  about  having  the  Lithuan- 
ian listings  torn  out  can  always  send  tne  page  separate 
in  a normal  looking  envelope-type  letter. 


DIRECTORS  REPORT  »y  ■^o^.rt  J.  Doucnis, 

wuce  a^jain  it  is  time  to  renew  your  subscription/raembership 
in  tne  uitnuanian  iNumismatic  nasociation.  ClooJ  hriWo:  Jespite 
the  recent  increase  in  postal  rates,  membersnip  dues  will  rem- 
ain at  *10,  for  the  otn  year  in  a row! 

four  (jifts  in  excess  of  the  basic  membership  fee  have  en- 
abled us  to  continue  with  the  "extras",  most  significant  this 
year  was  tne  publishing  of  a Catalog  of  ^arly  Lithuanian  Coins 
lart  II,  whicn  you  all  received  in  the  June- July  lyo4  issue. 
»Honey  also  went  to  pay  for  the  big  LNh  meeting  in  Jetroit  at 
tne  Ai‘«H  convention  (room,  projector/screen,  etc). 

This  year  we  will  hold  our  LNa  meeting  on  oaturday,  August 
at  the  aInh  convention  in  Baltimore,  home  territory  for  this 
airector  and  other  LNa  members!  Make  plans  now  to  attend!  we 
will  be  announcing  tne  details  in  the  next  issue  of  'The  Kn ignt. 
Let's  see  so.;.e  j^ithuanian  numismatic  exhibits  at  tne  hNA  show! 
write  the  Ai<A  for  an  exnibit  application:  P.O.  Box  2366,  Colo- 
rado Springs,  Cj  OO9OI. 

Our  current  LNa  treasury  balance  is  *650.00,  which  includes 
the  cost  of  this  issue.  Baltimore  meeting  costs  will  be  apx.  *60 

You'll  soon  be  receiving  your  membership  renewal  notice  by 
separate  mailing,  wnich  will  contain  your  new  membership  card, 
and  a small  sheet  to  make  your  comments,  kemeraber,  we  are  eui 
association,  auid  you  are  a vital  part  of  it!  we  have  member 
sign-up  leaflets,  so  spread  tne  word  to  your  Lithuanian  coll- 
ector friends  and  acquaintances.  Jend  us  their  names  so  we  can 
send  them  a sample  issue.  Let's  have  at  least  125  members! 

Uur  membership  total  this  year  I90A— 85  is  11?.  Je  lost  10, 
but  gained  7*  Out  of  tne  11/  members,  49  are  original  charter 
members.  42  members  made  donations  in  excess  of  the  basic  mem- 
bership fee.  Thank  yoi  very  much!  i^rinted  here  is  our  Volume 
7 19'34-85  LI»A  membership  roster  by  name  and  state,  we  never 
give  out  addresses  witnout  your  permission.  If  yo.:  want  to 

contact  someone,  you  may  write  them  via  tne  IuN’a. 

• • • 

• Gift  in  excess  of  basic  membership  fee;  CM-Charter  Member, 

+ Laid  in  adv;  I-Institutional ; xxx-regular  membership  No. 


CM  Joe  Adomaitis,  CT 
CM  kev.  ieter  Alisauskis,  La 
CM  Vincent  Alones,  NY 
I aNa  Library,  Cu 
I aNo  Library,  NY 
l62*Jonn  nrmonas,  OH 
CM*  Jonas  nugustinius,  IL 
CM*  William  o.  Artnur,  Ca 
CM  I’rank  J.  Backitis,  oC 
Cm*  John  w.  Balcnunis,  Va 
221* Alphonse  J.  Balsis,  NJ 
CM  Balzekas  Museum  of  Li- 
tnuanian  Culture,  IL 
Cm*  Jennis  hartaszkiewicz  NJ 
C*-. * ijdwara  J.  Bochniak,  NY 
132* Julius  w.  Boris, 

Cm  Madeline  Bretanus,  Ka 
1 oridges  kewsletter,  NY 
Cii  haymona  k.  Budd , UH 
l05*‘'‘ichael  o.  Burokas,  NJ 
140  nestutis  Chesonis,  MB 
I Com  world,  oH 
CM*  Jeorge  K.  uaru,  kA 
CM  i^onard  Jei-ang,  nl 
210  Oeorge  K.  Jilllrigham,  fJY 
CM  Bruce  4>onahue , Mn 
214  B.w.  uowney,  Australia 


CM  James  Bouchis,  Ma 
CM*  kobert  J.  Bouchis,  MB 
Cm*  Victor  Bulkis,  NY 
227  Bill  iumerson,  NB 
CM*  J.  Craham  Lsler,  Canada 
129 'Henry  l.  Oaidis,  MB 
125*Jtan  N.  Oaizutis,  NV 
CM*  Cassy  Oarelis,  Hich 
CM*  John  Glynn,  Lngland 
210  william  T.  Grasska,  Ca 
233  ij.k.  Greene,  MA 
134  kay  hafsaas,  ■«a 
196  Ldward  riartfik,  Mich 
149  kussel  A.  Hibbs,  KY 
122  kuth  w.  Hill,  MB 
CM  Bon  k.  Hiltunen,  Mich 
156  Jonn  G.  humpnris,  CH 
213  ■‘--owell  Jacksou,  wl 
199  Janis  Jekabson,  .Jl 
Cn*  Carl  r.azakauskas , La 
154  Albert  G.  Kendrick,  NY 
179  iirian  J.  Kenny,  CT 
193'Algirdas  Kepalms,  NY 
191  oally  Kirka,  CT 
219*Bouglas  homer.  Mien 
CM  Herman  n.  Krajewski,  CT 
106  Guntis  Kuskevics,  Ca 


BikKCTCk. 

+124* Bronislaw  Lazauskas,  CT 

225  Tal  Lie pa,  lA 

220  kichard  Lizdenis,  Ma 
195*«leksandrs  Loja,  TX 
CM  Leter  Leonard,  La 
CM  Joseph  Lepezyk,  Mich 
192  Bonaventure  J.  Linkus,  NJ 
I Lith,  Consulate  General  NY 
I Lith.  Legation,  wash.  B.C. 
224  Peter  A.  Manti,  IL 
CM*  Val  Matelis,  FL 
CM*  Poland  Martick,  MA 
CM*  Charles  Matuzas,  NY 

226  John  B.  McCaugherty,  IL 
200  Juozas  Mikaila,  Mich 

CM  Judward  F.  Mikutis,  IL 

223  K.  Hilukus,  NY 

204  Barunas  Mingela,  Mich 

CM  Missouri  Numismatic  Boc.  MO 

222*Algerd  B.  MonstaviSius , CA 

229  John  A.  Muscalus,  FA 

168  Bdward  B.  wuszynski,  Mich 

234  Beborah  A.  Noel,  Ma 
209  Jerome  J.  Norton,  NY 
CM*  kobert  Novak,  CA 

CM*  James  Bane  Olson,  IL 
CM*  Frank  Lassie,  Mich 
170  James  a.  Larr,  N.Y. 

207*B.N.  Letraitis,  PA 
l88*Bonald  Pickering,  NH 

235  Andy  ilioplys,  y^uebec.  Can. 
190  Broni  Lodbel,  NY 

CM*  Ldward  Lrunckun,  BB 
CM  Ginger  Papsus,  IL 
136  Aleksandras  Padzius,  Jr.  MB 
215  Cnarles  A.  Robbins,  MB 
151  Paul  Pog,  MN 
CM  Algirdas  Puzgas,  NY 

231  Adam  Bajauskas,  MB 
203  George  Bchumacner,  Ca 
CM  Peter  Bhulin,  PA 

211  Michael  T.  Bhutterly,  MB 
126* Xavier  Bervais,  BELGIUM 

232  Richard  Bhimkus,  IL 

228  Tyge  Bondergaard , DENNMAPK 
183  Adolph  V.  Btankus,  Jr.  CA 
CM  Mel  Bteinberg,  CA 
CM  Karl  Stephens,  Ca 
197*Maxon  P.  Btouder,  CA 
CM*  Algerdas  Budentas,  Ma 
172  Joseph  Tamosuinas,  Ca 
176*Edward  G.  Tamulevich,  Ma 
187  Pobert  J.  Thomas,  MD 
206  Edmund  L.  Tutlys,  MA 
178  Arunais  T.  Udrys,  Mich 
123  J.  Vabalas,  CT 
140  Gedirainas  Vaitkus,  NM 
194  B.  Valatka,  NJ 
CM  Raymond  Variakojis,  OH 
CM*  william  Veins,  CT 
CM*  Paul  waichulaitis , wl 
CM’  James  B.  White,  FL 
Continued  on  pg.  ... 


CATALOG  UPDATE 


HS  you  know,  last  year  we  published  a supple.tent  to  tne  June-July  1 issue  of  Tne  Knight 
entitled,  m CutaloK  of  tiarly  i-iitnuanian  Coins  lart  II,  Under  tne  KinKs.  In  reviewing  tne  nanus- 
cript,  we  uncovered  several  omissions  and  errors,  due  largely  in  part  to  translation  problems, 
we  asked  our  medieval  coin  expert,  Jonas  Augustinius,  to  supply  us  witn  a list  of  corrections,  to 
be  printed  here.  Please  make  a copy  of  tnis  page  and  insert  it  with  the  Catalog,  or  write  in  the 
corrections  in  yourself.  tnank  augustinius  for  nis  work,  i-lease  correct  your  Part  II  Catalogs 


as  such: 

2- Uenar,  0.140  gr.  nP  content 
xlalf-grasis , 1.P6u  gr  weight, 

O. ^35  gr.  aP  content 
Page  3 

urasis  li^olisn  standard! 

P. 060  gr.  weignt,  1.595  aP 
content,  add  dates:  15^4, 

1567,  1566 

5- Orasis,  Type  A:  2.330  gr.  AP 
content. 

Type  B:  2.625  gr.  aP  content 
Type  C:  7.070  gr.  weignt, 

2.430  gr.  AP  content. 

4- grasis,  4.290  gr.  weignt, 

3.760  gr.  aP  content 

1 Bucat,  add:  .979  Pine,  3*426 
gr.  pure  gold. 

10-Bucat,  add:  .979  Pine,  34.068 
gr.  pure  gold. 

Page  6 

Jenar,  O.036  gr.  aP  content 
Page  7 

3- Orasis,  2.370  gr.  weignt, 

2.015  gr.  aP  co.itent. 

6- grasis,  4.750  gr.  weight, 

4.030  gr.  aP  content. 

Taler,  24.315  Or.  mP  content 
Page  8 

2- Jenar,  0.730  gr.  weignt, 

0.070  gr.  aP  content. 

1-ooldius,  Type  a:  1.120  gr. 

weight,  0.200  gr.  aP  content. 

1 l/2-0ra§is,  0.725  gr.  nP  content. 
rage  9 

5- Bucat,  add:  1/.122  gr.  gold  con- 
tent, (.979  -fine.) 

rage  10 

1-Bolidus.  0.530  Or.  weignt,  O.O66 
gr.  rtP  content,  inotos  for  Types 
rt  & B are  reversed. 

3- 0ra&is,  0.750  gr.  AP  content. 

Page  11 

6- Orasis,  tne  following  dates  add 

to  type  B:  1664,  I665,  I666,  I668. 
30-0ra§is,  aad:  3-36C  gr.  aP  content 


TOKENS 

Last  montn*5  listing  of  the 
Lithuanian  Lodge  Tokens  of  Ch- 
icago reminds  us  of  a few  "lo- 
ose" ones  we're  illustrating 
(rubbings)  on  the  left.  On  top 
is  tne  one  issued  by  the  Oocie- 
ty  of  Young  Lithuanian  Farmers, 
Good  for  5«  Tn  Trade,  now  in 
tne  collection  of  the  Balzekas 
Museum  of  Litnuanian  Culture  in 
Chicago. 

The  next , owned  by  LiNA  mem- 
ber Bdward  Mikutis,  was  issued 
by  tne  Litnuanian-American  Pep- 
ublican  League. 

The  third  item  is  a rubbing 
taken  from  an  actual  tolcen  DIE 
( 1 ! ) whicn  the  Balzekas  Museum 
acquired  a few  years  ago  [what 
to  do  with  it — any  ideas?].  It 
is  from  tne  important  Litnuanian 
-American  Citizen's  Club  of  Br- 
ooKlyn,  P.Y. 

Tnis  club  (another  token 
issued  by  tnis  club  wa^  feat- 
ured in  The  Knight  a few  years 
ago)  aided  in  the  feeding  and 
housir.g  of  new  Lithuaniam  imm- 
igrants arriving  at  Ellis  Islaind 
in  New  York,  in  the  early  part 
of  this  century.  Because  of 
tnis  group,  many  of  our  ances- 
tors were  able  to  successfully 
enter  the  United  Btates. 

Do  you  have  any  nithuanian- 
Araerican  toKens  we  don't  know 
about?  oend  us  a rubbing  or  ph- 
oto, so  we  can  share  it  with 
our  members! 

THE  KNIGHT,  Volume  7,  Number  6.  issue  ;5‘42.  The  offi- 
cial publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion. Frank  lassie,  Albion,  Michigan,  EDITOP.  Pobert  J. 
Douenis,  Columbia,  MD,  DIPECTOP.  Eubscrirtion/Hember- 
snip  for  6 bi-monthly  issues  (June  to  May),  a donation 
of  ;»10  or  more,  write:  LJ'Ia,  P.O.  Box  6l2,  Columbia,  MD 
21045.  Editor's  address:  Frank  rassic,  9OO  o.  i:.aton  Et., 
Albion,  Michigan  49224.  The  Li,’A  is  a member  of  the  nm- 
erican  Numismatic  Association  C-117903* 

advertising  rates:  Full  page,  tt30 ; 3/4  page,  »25. 

1/2  page,  «20.  1/4  page,  ftlO.  Business  card  insertion, 
,>5,  or  6 issues  for  #25  (save  #5)*  want/For  Eale  ads 
are  free  to  non-commercial  members. 


by  2j.  i-aucevi5iu6 


6 THE  KAUNAS  MINT 

.^v43  puDiiahea  in 

oov  let-occupted  i-itnucinia  in  Ixie  puo^ica- 
tion  ovy turvri , .«ovemoer  1"),  issue,  it 

T.iives  s^.  tf  ne~  "ciai.Ts,”  and  raises  again 

tne  coutrovorsy  about  certain  coins'  origin. 

• • « 

i'he  activity  of  the  naunas  i-loney  hint  is 
ciooeiy  associated  with  one  of  tne  lament- 
aoie  moments  of  Lithuanian  nistory--tne  re- 
ign of  John  Jasirair  (ibJ-o-lbbO; . <'«ars  had 
uevastated  tne  country,  hoping  to  salvage 
tne  debdCle,  tne  Congress  ordered  tne  stri- 
king of  copper  scnillings  ana  witn  them  pay 
off  all  uebts  of  tne  state  and  compensate 
its  army  of  mercenaries.  The  otate  Treasury 
was  empty.  Circulation  of  tne  scnillings 
wao  aeclared  raanaatory,  and  their  accept- 
ance was  compulsory.  Litnuanian  schillings 
-*ere  strucK  at  i.itnuanian  brasta  and  in 
Kaunas  at  tne  mint  of  J.  Horn. 

These  schillings  were  valueless,  and  no 
one  would  take  tnem  voluntarily.  Tne  army 
rioted  and  uemanded  tne  establishment  of  a 
money  mint  for  tne  production  of  gold  and 
silver  coins.  Tne  king  and  tne  Congress 
were  forced  to  comply. 

historians  have  held  that  the  hint  was 
organized  at  Vilnius,  and  coritinued  to  ope- 
rate tncre  until  the  partition  of  tne  Lith- 
uanian-kolisn  state.  It  was  not  clear  wh^^re 
tne  hint  was  located,  nor,  likewise,  who  co- 
ntrolled it  ana  what  type  of  coins  were 
struck. 

documents  recently  found  in  the  library 
of  tne  University  of  Vilnius — a listing  of 
tne  Hint's  inventory,  and  a Jeed  for  the  pur- 
chase of  tne  building — negate  tne  theories 
earlier  neld. 

The  Congress  instructea  the  Koyal  oecr- 
etary,  T.l.  boratini,  to  estabxisn  a larger 
mint,  which  wo  .Id  supply  the  Litnuanian  Cr- 
and  Luchy  with  gold  and  silver  coins.  Upon 
nis  arrival  in  Vilnius,  boratini  found  both 
old  mints  entirely  destroyed;  and  its  over- 
seers Who  nad  struck  tne  coins  had  gone  ab- 
road. it  was  simply  impossible  to  establish 
a coin  mint  ii.  Vilnius,  ^itn  tne  approval  of 
i-ir.  J.  nrispinstein , tne  Comptroller  of  the 
Litnuanian  Treasury,  boratini  proceeded  to 
naunas,  and  found  a suitaole  masonry  building 
for  tne  new  iSint,  near  tne  marketplace  (.now 
No.  bO,  Town  oquare  hall;,  wnicn  formerly 
belonged  to  tne  wealthy  naunas  goldsmith, 
nalau.  being  suitabxe  for  a mint,  tne  build- 
in^  was  purci.ased  in  tne  name  of  tne  Comptr- 
oller of  the  'Treasury. 

in  ibbL,  tne  builaing  wus  renovated  and 
eniargea,  and  there  boratini  openea  the 
honey  mnt. 

ns  can  be  envisioned  from  the  deed  and 
tne  attached  inventor;',  tne  naunas  .-'.int  was 
a i.-'irge  factory  for  tnat  uay,  ctnd  used  norse 
po-or.  j.n  .Jdition  to  administrative  personnel 


rtbOVL:  The  illustration  in  the  original  1959  artic- 
le published  in  boviet-occupied  Lithuania,  showing 
the  coins  allegedly  minted  in  Kaunas,  not  Vilnius. 
Notice  only  the  obverses  are  shown,  and  the  one  re- 
verse has  the  Vytis  emblem  nearly  worn  off... 

and  laborers,  two  supervisors  and  four  assistants 
were  employed. 

The  naunas  Hint  issued  gold  ducats,  nalf-ducats, 
ana  silver  orts,  six  and  three  graSis  pieces,  as  we- 
ll as  copper  schillings. 

Tne  Hint's  activity  failed  to  achieve  its  purp- 
oses; the  otate  Treasury  remained  empty,  hadical  re- 
forms were  necessary.  In  Ibb?,  the  Congress  approved 
tne  kirig's  edict  to  close  all  the  active  Honey  Hints 
in  tne  territory  of  tne  urand  Jucny  of  Lithuania. 

Tne  boratini  Honey  Hint  in  Kaunas  was  likewise  cl- 
osed, sealed,  and  turned  over  to  the  Magistrate  of 
naunas  for  safeguarding.  Tne  sealed  premises  of  the 
Hint  remainea  empty  until  lb92.  In  tnc.t  year,  the 
new  Co.i.ptroller  of  tne  Treasury  took  charge  of  the 
building  and  used  it  for  Treasury  administration 
m-.tters. 

me  I'lint  established  in  naunas  oy  boratini  was  the 
last  which  otruCK  coins  for  ^itnuania.  Later,  all 

coinage  was  combined  for  tne  entire  Hepubiic. 

« * * 

The  above  articie  was  translated  into  Lnglish  by 
our  translator,  Val  M'-telis.  In  the  future  we  will 
be  presenting  an  article  by  t.ie  late  Jonas  K.  Karys 
on  tne  r.aunas  nint. 


LITHUANIAN  NUMISMATIC  QUIZ 


.vitn  t;.a  trivia  cra^e  in  fjo.. 


u.K.  memDerb — teat  your  rvnowleat;u 
xian  our  secoi.u  oi 
Kiiow  ui.leaa  you  bel 

witn  tne  correct  letter/unswera  on  tne  r^K-'it.  Not  all  letters  on  tne  r^^tht  will  oe  used 


Ltnu  ii.ian  ..u.nismatic  ^uiz;  oone  of  tne  questiona  are  e isy--otnors  yoi 
!lon,,ed  to  ti.e  L'.'-.  ana  received  Tne  Knif;ht.  o^,.'i{._y  Tiatcn  tne  petion? 


Id 

1. 

d. 

Jj. 

4. 


questions,  witn  d4  possible  answers,  only  of  wnich  are  correct,  nnswers  are 

Jesiftner  of  snetches  for  proposed  nna  100  litq 
ba..knotes  in  lyd?,  wnicn  were  rejected. 


e ti.oj,;nt  w ' J ^uo- 
ou  .»0Jldn't 
pet  ions  on  tne 

There  are 


or,  'he  next  ta.'e. 


dranu  JiKe  Ktjst^tis  struCK  .'-.is  coins  liere. 

n 1/d  .‘larK  note  for  soldiers  on  leave  w ,s  issued 
in  I':?!/  in  tnis  uual-narced  uerrian/i-it;. . city. 

The  last  rrieuieval-era  i^ithuanian  coins  we'-e  itinted 
here  in  1/06  and  1707- 


i?.  City  in  wnicn  i^itnuunia's  lydd  "temporary"  banK- 


a.  i/ince  /»iones 

B.  Vilnius 

C.  dardinas 

0.  Berlin 

19^6 

r".  omet^na 
d.  Vytis 

ri . Juozns  dikares 

1.  500  -itij,  19^4 

J.  10  nit4,  19d7 


notes  were  printed. 

6.  Tnis  wateruiarK  ap^.e  irs  on  t;.e  1,U0G  lit’q  banKnote. 

7-  Tne  y-fjrasis  coin  witn  tne  satirical  "..ul 
legend  was  struck  during  nis  reign. 


K.  antanas  ijmuidzinavicius 
i-i.  adon-is  oaluiKas 
r, . iCvrc'S  ninsa 
N . opindulys 
Klaipeda 


0.  uesigner  of  tne  otatue  of  rreedom  wnicn  appears  on 
the  reverse  of  the  1950  dO  lit4  banknote. 

9.  Name  of  firm  where  nitnuania's  mint  was  located. 


r . rrague 

H,-  Vilius  JornantiS 
*4.  I9d5 
o.  Brussels 


10.  d i^itai  coin  patterns  were  struck  in  tnis  year. 

11.  nis  first  design  was  rejected,  and  used  on  a lower 
denomination  instead;  altno,.gn  samples  of  the  fir- 
st were  made. 

Id.  algirdas'  l/d  grasis  (circa  coins  were 

minted  nere. 


T.  IraKai 

U.  Vytautas  the  Great 

V . Kaunas 

w,  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  d Co. 

A.  195c 

y.  dtephan  Batnory 

B.  digismund  august 


WANT  ADS 

»vai7rL,d:  rinnish  Cross  of  Liberty 
1st  and  dnd  classes.  John  L.  <.nitter, 
oatoraaki  oal^^a  25,  01570  Vantaa  57 1 
r INio-iNd . 

wttLTniJ:  Gotland  lunkte  notes  for 
nstonia,  uatvia,  nitnuania,  anu  «vl  in 
Lord.  Trading:  a few  dup_icates  of 
tne  above  from  sstcnia.  John  r . 
■>nitter,  address  above. 

want-for  sale  ads  are  KHsn  to  non- 
commecrial  ±A\n  members,  nist  your 
items  nerel 

DIRECTORS  REPORT 


LETTERS 

wnce  again  Tne  Knight  comes  through  with  a flash  in  the 
r’eo-, -larch  issue — an  excerpt  from  an  article  in  the  soviet 
Vilnius  press  abeut  a noted  numismatist,  recently  deceased. 
Tne  crack  in  the  Iron  Curtain  produced  a flasn,  dazzling 
our  eyes,  out  a_as,  snapped  shut  again! 

Jo  one  in  tnis  country  has  neard  of  Janusonis,  yet  app- 
arently ne  was  well  ve  sed  in  ootn  history  and  a leader  in 
numismatics.  Core  would  be  needed  to  assess  nis  findings 
and  studies,  sucn  as  data  on  t,ne  nio.nuania.n  mint  in  Marien- 
burg,  nis  writings  on  early  numismatics  and  history,  unpub- 
lished manuscripts,  nis  coins,  etc. 

apparently,  tne  atmosphere  in  Vilnius  permits  efforts  to 
aelve  into  such  m'-.tters.  -.e  can  do  r.  •'thing  about  that  here 
except  to  restuay  Karps'  volumes — all  dated  pre-1971.  with- 
out fresh  imput,  we  will  dry  up!  Is  it  possible  we  could 
obtain  some  of  these  Vilnius-^rouuced  numismatic  studies? 

— — Val  iiateiis,  "s. 


Continued  from  pg.  4... 


205 

John  t.  wnitter. 

r’inland 

d 

world  Coin  Lews, 

IV  1 

Ol'i 

nazmier  wysocki. 

L'J 

[editor's  comments:  rtnyone  witn  contacts  in  l.itnuania, 
we  ask  you  .,rite  to  get  what  you  cm.  .ve've  obtained  a few 
tilings  in  tne  last  few  years,  :ut  obviously  there  is  more. 
rle«se  senu  us  a copy  if  you  ootain  something.] 


BOG  i-lichael  Yanuskevich,  LB 
Ibl  ,'\ennetn  >a.  Yurgix,  IL 
k50  rrank  Japolis,  IL 
Cl.*  ndwiru  J.  Lemaitis,  Uf 
159*  Vincent  ^emaitis,  /.Y 
175  leter  uincus.  Km 


Be  sure  and  fill  in  tne  "your  comments" 
portion  of  your  LLn  renewal  notice  wnen  it 
arrives. 


8. 

iiistoric  ^.itnuHnian 

Due  tons/  pins! 

1.  "rtlJvieta  r.r.  [Tautos  ron- 

uusj  (^educational  aatio- 

nai  roundatioa;  ereen,  with  vytis 
in  center.  «e  nave  only  j5»00 

2.  I'ri-color  button,  probably 
froia  tne  saae  group,  witn  "l:?^^!- 
4^3"  in  center,  h left.  ;»5»00. 

3.  Lithuanian  "Ji"  vJisplaced 
iersonaj  pin,  with  Columns  of  de- 
diminas  in  oaCKground,  showing 
globe,  ocean,  wagon,  and  initials, 
"Ur.”  rrobaoxy  from  the  1930 's. 
»3.00 

4.  "^itnuanian  .^ay,  June  3rd, 
1951"  button.  4>3*00 

5.  Cnicago  1930  ^/ytautas  tne 
Oreat  aluminum  medal  witn  tri-co- 
lor  ribbon  (we  sold  tneoe  before, 
and  have  only  2 to  sellj.  ulO.OO. 

6.  "HeTAd”  button,  1950,  with  I 
colorful  ijitnuanian  flag.  u3.00  I 

AijdO 

7.  rtnti-Uoox<  envelopes  ^probab- 
ly printed  by  nr.  Alexander 
WaSkus),  wnich  show  map  of  tne  Ba- 
ltic states,  and  a man  reading  a 
book  to  a small  cnild.  Ca; tion 
reads,  "dddH  LlT^UiJATdD  550,000 
LlTHd.  d3.00 

Oalzekas  huseum  of  Litnucmiain 
Culture,  4012  Archer  Ave.,  Chicage 
111  6u632.  Ask  for  a co^^y  of  our 
latest  Museum  heview. 

The  AiNdw^kd! 

iiYum  pa^e  7.  . . 

7.  0 

O.  li 

9.  N. 

10.  X 

11. 

12.  B 


1.  M 

2.  T 

3.  0 

4.  C 

5.  0 

6.  U 


— -z 

n Z 


^ 7* 

w •-/«  L. 


X ^ 


^ o 

4m 


7^ 

fij 

2. 

mi1) 

CT 

a 1 W 

Ht. 

C 

R A 

X 

•a# 

?? 

mm 

M-I 

W.  0 

CD 

cr 

r 

• 

y 

LITHUANIAN  HERO 

The  following  article  appeared  in  tne  October  19o2  issue  of 
Litnuanian  Jays , page  20,  ana  was  written  by  our  own  i-itnuanian 
Numismatic  Association  member,  Henry  L.  Caidis.  We  appreciate 
CiNa  members  writing  for  the  numismatic  and  secular  press  about 
Litnuanian  numismatics.  The  address  of  Lithuanian  Jays  is  4364 
ounset  Hlvu.,  uos  Angeles,  Ca  90029. 


STAFF  SERGEANT  STANLEY  BENDER 

LithiMnian  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  Recipient 


fry  Henry  L.  Gaidis 

The  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  was  in- 
stituted during  the  American  Civil  War  as  the 
nation's  highest  award  for  valor.  The  decora- 
tion is  conferred  in  the  name  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  and  upon  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  President.  Its  recipients  are  of- 
ficers and  enlisted  men  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  by  gallantry  and  intrepidity  at  the 
risk  of  life,  above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty, 
in  armed  combat  with  the  enemy. 

The  first  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  was 
awarded  on  July  u,  i86j,  and  by  the  end  of 
World  War  11  only  3199  American  soldiers 
had  earned  the  honor  of  wearing  this  decora- 
tion. The  decoration  itself  is  a gold,  five- 
pointed  star  superimposed  on  a laurel  wreath 
of  green  enamel.  The  center  bears  the  head 
of  the  goddess  Minerva,  the  emblem  of  right- 
eous war  and  wisdom.  The  center  medallion 
is  encircled  with  the  words  “United  States  of 
America.”  The  decoration  is  worn  with  a li^t- 
blue  neck  ribbon  studded  with  thirteen  wlute 
stars  and  hangs  from  a horizontal  bar  bearing 
the  words  “Valor.” 

Many  Lithuanians  have  served  in  the  armed 
forces  of  the  United  States  and  are  aware  of 
this  honored  decoration.  Yet  few  are  aware 
that  this,  the  highest  decoration  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  has  been  awarded  to  a Lith- 
uanian. Lithuanian-American  Staff  Sergeant 
Stanley  Bender  was  honored  with  the  decora- 
tion for  his  service  during  World  War  II. 

Bender  was  bom  on  October  13,  1909,  at 
Carliste,  West  Virginia,  to  Lithuanian  immi- 
grants Andrew  and  Eva  Bendorius.  TTie  fam- 
ily thereafter  settled  in  Shenandoah,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  Stanley  Bender  grew  to  manhood. 
Due  to  the  economic  conditions  in  the  late 
1930S,  Bender  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
Army.  His  military  service  during  World  War 
II  would  eventually  lead  him  to  the  shores 
of  France.  While  serving  as  a Suff  Sergeant 
with  Company  E,  7th  U.S.  Infantry,  3rd  Di- 
vision, Bender  would  win  the  Congressional 
Medal  of  Honor. 

How  Sunley  Bender  earned  this  medal,  our 
nation’s  highest  honor,  can  best  be  told  in  the 
words  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes. 
The  following  is  Uken  f.om  the  ciution  which 
accompanied  Bender’s  Medal  of  Honor. 

“For  conspicuou: 

at  risk  of  life  above  and  beyond  the  call  of 
duty.  On  17  August  1944,  near  La  Londe, 
France,  Suff  Sergeant  Bender  climbed  on  top 
of  a knocked  out  tank,  in  the  face  of  wither- 
ing machine  gun  fire  which  had  halted  the 
advance  of  his  company,  in  an  effort  to  locate 
the  source  of  this  fire.  Although  bullets  rico- 
cheted off  the  turret  at  his  feet,  Suff  Ser- 
geant. Bender  nevertheless  remained  standing 
bolt  upright  in  full  view  of  the  enemy  for  over 
two  minutes.  Locating  the  enemy  machine 
guns  on  a knoll  300  yards  away,  he  ordered 
two  squads  to  cover  him  and  led  his  men  down 
an  irrigation  ditch,  running  a gauntlet  of  in- 
tense machine  gun  fire  which  completely 
blanketed  50  yards  of  his  advance  and 
wounded  four  of  his  men.  While  the  Germans 
hurled  hand  grenades  at  the  ditch.  Staff  Ser- 
geant Bender  stood  his  ground  until  his  squad 


Staff  Sergeant  Stanley  Bender 

caught  up  with  him;  then  advanced  alone  in 
a wide,  flanking  approach,  to  the  rear  of  the 
knoll.  He  walked  deliberately  a distance  of 
40  yards,  without  cover,  in  full  view  of  the 
Germans  and  under  a hail  of  both  enemy  and 
friendly  fire,  to  the  first  machine  gun  and 
knocked  it  out  with  a single  short  burst.  Then 
he  made  his  way  through  the  strongpoint,  de- 
spite bursting  hand  grenades,  towards  the  se- 
cond machine  gun  35  yards  distant,  whose 
two-man  crew  swung  the  machine  gun  around 
and  fired  two  bursts  at  him;  but  Suff  Sa- 
geant  Bender  walked  calmly  through  the  fire 
and.  reaching  the  edge  of  the  emplacement, 
dispatched  the  crew. 

Signalling  his  men  to  rush  the  rifle  pits, 
he  then  walked  35  yards  further  to  kill  an 
enemy  rifleman  and  returned  to  lead  his  squad 
in  the  destruction  of  the  eight  remaining  Ger- 
mans in  the  strongpoint.  His  audacity  so  in- 
spired the  remainder  of  the  assault  company 
that  the  men  charged  out  of  their  positions, 
shouting  and  yelUng,  to  overpower  the  enemy 
roadblock  and  sweep  mto  town,  knocking  out 
two  anti-Unk  guns,  killing  37  Germans  and 
capturing  36  others.  Suff  Sergeant  Bender 
had  sparked  and  led  the  assault  company  in 
an  atuck  which  overwhelmed  the  enemy,  de- 
stroying a roadblock,  taking  a town,  seizing 
inuct  three  bridges  over  the  Maravenne  River 
and  capturing  commanding  terrain  which  dom- 
inated the  area.” 

[Signed] 

FRANKLIN  D.  ROOSEVELT 

In  the  post-war  period,  Bender  returned  to 
civiUan  life.  He  presently  lives  in  retiren^t 
with  his  family  in  Fayetteville,  West  Virgina. 
The  winning  of  this,  the  highest  decoration  of 
the  United  Sutes,  surely  places  Sunley  Ben- 
der among  the  greatest  Lithuanian  soldien. 
May  his  displayed  bravery  above  and  beyond 
the  call  of  duty  always  be  remembered 


